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all kinds: Restif de la Bretonne, Rousseau, Madame Roland^,
Duclos, Hamilton—all are mirrors of an age whose gaiety,
freedom and spontaneity made it possible for colorful lives
to be related colorfully, without prudish fears. Of those
memoir writers none assuredly took life more easily, more
carelessly than Casanova, and his reward is immortality.
The most diverse commentators have saluted his Memoirs
as the most vivid and valuable picture extant of eighteenth-
century life. He went everywhere: Rome, Turin, Naples>
Genoa, Trieste, Corfu, Constantinople, London, Paris, Ma-
drid, Petersburg, Berlin, Vienna, Warsaw. He encountered
every type of person: Frederick II, Catherine the Great,
Pope Benedict XIV, George III, the Marquise de Pompa-
dour. He is as interested in seducing an innkeeper's daughter
as in discussing Italian literature with Voltaire. Cardinals,
statesmen, cardsharpers interest him; he would as soon relate
his flight from the Piombi prison in a respectable draw-
ing-room as engage in an amorous intrigue with two nuns"
simultaneously. The sequel to his conversations with Voltaire
is like a chapter from Straparole or Boccaccio,
Havelock Ellis has said: "Casuvona has been described
as a psychological type of instability. That is to view him
superficially. A man who adapts himself so readily and so
effectively to any change in his environment or in his de-
sires only exhibits the instability which marks the mqft in-
tensely vital organisms. The energy and ability which Casa*
nova displayed in gratifying his instincts would have sufficed
to make a reputation of the first importance in any depart-
ment, as a popular statesman, a great judge, a merchant
prince, and enabled him to die worn out by the monotonous
and feverish toil of the senate, the court, or the counting-
house* Casanova chose to /m?» A crude and barbarous choice
it seems to us, with our hereditary instinct to spend our lives
in wasting the reasons for living/*
Nobody has written with more perfect appreciation of
Casanova than the author of "The Dance of Life," a title
which so aptly describes the spirit of these Memoirs, Casa-

